
  
 

In September we welcomed the Autumnal 
Equinox, where the sun sits directly over 
the Equator and day and night are equal; 
our daylight hours will be growing shorter. 
It is a time that those of us in Florida will be 
enjoying a respite from the long hot summer days. It also 
reminds us that the Holiday season will be on us soon and 
is a meaningful reminder of the great gifts God has 
bestowed on us. 
 
As I mentioned last month, Joyce and I celebrated our 60th 
wedding anniversary in September with many of our family 
attending the celebration. Coming from New York, Penn-
sylvania, the Carolinas and Florida and included nine of 
our grandchildren. Father Joseph was kind enough to 
bestow a special blessing on us and our family members 
that were able to stay and attend the 9AM Mass on the 
13th. 
 
In October we will enjoy our Oktoberfest Social on the 7th 
and prepare for Halloween with the Trunk-R-Treat on the 
23rd where the Knights will be cooking and serving food. 
As stated in the bulletin, donations of candy are welcomed 
and can be left in the donation boxes in the Narthex. 
 
Please watch your e-mail as we have several events 
coming up in the next few months including, the JMJ Baby 
Bottle drive, the "CARS AND COFFEE" fund raiser, our 
scholarship raffle sales and mark your calendars for our 
December Christmas Social to be held on December 4th. 
 
In closing as always, I would like to thank everyone for 
their help and support. And ask for your continued prayers 
for our Church, our Country, our Families and especially 
for our Military and First Responders who place 
themselves in harm's way for our freedom and safety. 
 

Vivat Jesus!  
GK Bill Collins  
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Family of the Month (Pg. 2) 

http://floridakofc.org/


PLEASE PRAY FOR...  

Patty Brasile, Clyde Brock, Tom & Carol 
Cane, Giuliano Cimino, JoAnne Crowell, 

Pat Detweiler, James Diemer, Anthony Durkin, 
William Ehrbar, Melody Fraser, Stephen Gabriel, 
Susan Gaucher, Ron Golembiowski, Jim Gorman, 
Fr. Jack Hayes, Maria Iturbe, Nichole Jaskiewicz, 
Mike Lepore, Dixie, Edward, Kathy, Ken and 
Marianne Lynch, Bob Miller, Kay Moon, Bob & 
Mrs. Nixon, Annette Osborne, Dawn Pauline, 
Al/Elaine Ragona, Tom Schweitzer, Joann 
Siedhoff, Nancy Smith-Masti, Jim Suleski, 
Kelly Way, Walt & Marilyn Young. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY 

Greetings 
Wishing everyone a happy and 

safe Fall season beginning Sept 22. The K 
of C Ladies Auxiliary will have its meeting 
on October 8th at 11 am at the BMMMC 
Bldg. We will be setting our agenda for 
the 2026-2027 year. We look forward to 
our participation in the Parish Trunk or 
Treat event on Oct 23rd from 4-7 pm. 
Please consider joining us on the planned 
fundraising bus trips to the Ark Encoun-
ter in Cincinnati, Ohio area July 18-24, 
2027 handled by the travel agent Amanda 
@ 386-734-7245 and also the Great Pass-
ion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas 
June 20-25, 2027, handled by travel agent 
Kim Vance@417-485-7445. Great all-inclu-
sive pricing. Join us for these spiritually 
enriching opportunities. All are welcome 
to join us. Look at the flyers and contact 
the Travel Agents listed for more infor-
mation. Don't wait!! 
The LA were proud to receive the "Family of the 
Month Award for September. We are Blessed to 
have an appreciative and supportive Council to 
be a part of and we enjoy our joint ventures for 
the church and the community. Thanks to all 

who made this recognition possible. 
Cindy Diemer 
Kathy Cornell 
Co-Presidents 
Faith over Fear in ALL things… 
Always!! 
Email: ladiesaux5644@aol.com  

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
Knight of the Month for September is SK 
Mark Ochalek. Brother Mark has been a 
Knight for 51 years and a Sir Knight for 38 
years. He has held nearly all officer 
positions and is a PGK; he is generous with 
imparting his knowledge to any officer in 
need, as well as the council in general. He 
currently is the Webmaster, Newsletter 
Editor and Public Relations Director for the 
council; and he is also the Faithful 
Comptroller for the 4th Degree Assembly. 
Your assistance and service to the Knights 
are greatly appreciated. Congratulations on 
being selected Knight of the Month for 
September 2026!  

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

Family of the Month for September are the 
St. Paul Council 5644 Ladies’ Auxiliary. The 
Council thanks the Wives, Sisters, 
Daughters and Significant Others of the 
Knights of Columbus, the Ladies’ Auxiliary; 
who volunteer their time at parish & council 
social events and fundraisers. We can 
always rely on them to rise to the occasion. 
Their help is welcomed.    

Your combined service to the Church, and 
the Knights are greatly appreciated. 
Congratulations on being selected Family 
of the Month for September 2026! 
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Attendance Drawing: $3 was NOT WON by Bobby 

Hedrick! Next drawing will be $6.   

You must be present to win!  

 

50/50 Raffle: $36 was Won by Gary Edwards...     

You have to be present to play & win! 

1st  Henri P Couture  80 

3rd  John Hanson 

4th  Anthony Elwart 

5th  Emmett V Sapp Jr 

6th  Michael Gordon  

7th  Charles H Rager 

9th  Dr Wendell J Courtney 

13th  Donald C Oblazney jr 

19th  John Monti jr 

20th  Michael Laflamme 83 

25th  Henry G Masti 

31st  Andrew T O Keefe  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  Membership Meeting Highlights 
The September Membership Meeting was held on 

the 16th; meetings are held the 3rd Wed; Food 

Service: 5:15 to 6:15pm, Rosary 6:30pm, 

Membership Mtg. 7pm. (if no Exemplification) 

Exemplification of Charity ~ Unity ~ Fraternity; All 
1st & 2nd Degree Knights are encouraged and 
reminded they can immediately advanced to the 
3rd Degree by merely attending an Exemplification; 
If you have not yet attained your 3rd Degree, sitting 
through this 30 minute ceremony automatically 
advances you! Contact your GK, Bill Collins. 

Meeting opened with prayer by Chancelor Jack 
Hicks and the pledge of allegiance, as led by GK 
Bill Collins. 

Motion made/second to approve minutes of the 
last mtg. The GK is happy to be back home.             
-Treasurer: Report on all current account balances; 
- DD: Reminder of new requirement for Columbian  
Award and Star Council needs 8 members to visit 
with Alberto one-on-one, need 7 more new mem-
bers to meet quota, plus Membership push;             
- FS: 3 brothers transferring in: Al Krapf, John 
Tufanio and Louis Wilkinson: Welcome!                   
- Faith: the next Mass for Knights’ Intention 9/23;    
- Membership: setting up membership drive table 
at Trunk-r-Treat, Scholarship Ticket sales, Ministry 
Fairs in Oct/March, Parish Picnic, flyer to be placed 
in SPCS newsletter;                                                     
- Scholarships: 2027 Raffle Sales 11/28-29 & 12/5-6, 
700-750 tickets to be printed w/new larger design;  
-Kitchen Report: Oktoberfest Social 10/7 $12pp, 
Trunk-r-Treat Oct 23rd cooking hotdogs & ham-
burgers and donating candy, volunteers needed     
-Old Business: JMJ Gala went well, 600+ babies 
saved, KCIC digital billboards this year, rotate at 3 
sites 8 seconds each Thanksgiving to New Years; 
Cars & Coffee fundraiser is set for Sat. November 
14th 10a to 1p, Ladies’ Aux. may have bake sale;    
- New Business: 2 portable AC wall units for 
meeting room and sunroom/dining room, 4th Deg 
will buy one, motion approved to buy other;                               
- Good of the Order: SK Mark Ochalek reported on 
an incident during Mass where a man received 
Communion and walked out with it, security follow-
ed him and had words, appears to have had 
demonic intentions; Knight & Family of the Month 
certificates were awarded. Meeting was closed with 
the Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael 
McGivney at 7:53pm. Attendance = 26.  

Next Meeting: Wed. Oct. 21st 

MEMBERSHIP 

As of 9/25/2026, the Council has 155 

members: 67 insurance, 88 associate; 44 

Honorary Life, 6 Honorary, 2 Exempt.  

Tom Diemer, FS 



WORDS OF WISDOM 

“An inconvenience is only an adventure 
wrongly considered.” 
 
                        — G.K. Chesterton  
                               from In Defense of Sanity:  
                                       The Best Essays of G.K. Chesterton  

PGK Mark O’s Corner Offering !  

Peace be with you! October means we are 
full on into Fall... Well, if you ever lived 
north of the Mason-Dixon for sure. Grow-
ing up and until I moved here, the arrival 
of fall was my favorite time of the year. 
The cooler temps, the crisp smell of the 
air, the changing colors of the trees, made 
it a welcomed time. As kids we began to 
plan for Halloween, costumes, the Trick-or
-Treat route we would take for the Big 
Haul; and when we got older, going to a 
masquerade party. My most memorable 
one I had gone as the Hulk, yes painted 
green; I was a Hit, but lost the Best 
Dressed Couple because my girlfriend re-
fused to go as She-Hulk. In her defense, it 
did take me 2 weeks to get the last of that 
green hue off. If you will be traveling 
around during Trick-r-Treat hours, please 
be on the lookout for those little ghosts 
and ninja turtles and hobos. 
  
October is a busy month for the council. 
There’s the Oktoberfest Social on the 7th; 
Columbus Day on the 12

th
; 4

th
 Degree Mtg. 

the 14
th

; Council Meeting the 21
st

; the par-
ish “Trunk-or-Treat” event on the 23

rd
; and 

the Council 5644 Mass Intention at 8:30am 
on the 28th; Be Well and Stay Well! 
  
Please Pray for Vocations! 
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COUNCIL SHIRTS & VESTS 

Show you’re a member of the Knights of 

Columbus by purchasing a council shirt 

or vest. 

For information and  

ordering contact:   

Tony Lause:  

tonylause@gmail.com  

 or phone:  573-346-0643  

“You are just a worthless Catholic.  Less than worthless, you 
are evil.”  That was a popular attitude throughout the 
southern states, and many northern areas, during the first 
half of the 20th century.  As competition for work intensified 
during the Great Depression, anti-Catholic sentiment flour-
ished in industrial areas, most with large immigrant popula-
tions. This was also the peak era for the KKK (as anti-Catholic 
as they were racist), with their influence throughout the 
Southern States, and pockets in Northern States. More than 
anything else, widespread anti-Catholic attitude was changed 
by one man, Archbishop Fulton Sheen. It was during the de-
pression that (then) Father Fulton Sheen took to the airwaves 
with the “Catholic Hour” radio show. He talked about philos-
ophy, the meaning of suffering and faith to his depression era 
listeners, and it resonated. Later, in 1952, one of the four 
national TV networks was looking to fill a time slot opposite 
the “Frank Sinatra Show” and the ever popular “Texaco Star 
Theater.”  (Then) Bishop Fulton Sheen brought his show to 
TV, introducing him to a national TV audience. To everyone’s 
surprise, he was watched by over 30 million viewers. That is 
about twice today’s nightly news viewership of ABC, NBC and 
CBS combined, and far more people than the popular compe-
tition of his day. Archbishop Sheen popularized the Catholic 
faith, for which we can all be grateful. On September 24, 2026, 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was beatified. 
  

Faith Director 

“Carry it with you Always…  

And Pray it Often! 

St. Paul Council #5644 - St. Paul Catholic Church, Leesburg, FL 
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NOVEMBER 2026 
Oct 31/Nov 1  31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Nov 1  All Saints                                                        

Day Light Saving Time Ends 

Nov 2  All Souls’ Day 

Nov 4  St. Charles Borromeo 

Nov 6  Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church  

Nov 7/8  32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Nov 10  St. Leo the Great 

Nov 11 St. Martin of Tours                                   

Veterans Day                                                   

4th Degree Meeting ~ BMMMC ~ 7pm  

Nov 12  St. Josaphat 

Nov 13  St. Frances Xavier Cabrini                                       

Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Nov 14/15  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Nov 16  Ss. Margaret of Scotland & Gertrude                                          

Nov 17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

Nov 18 Council Membership Mtg ~ BMMMC                           

~ Dinner 5:15pm ~ Rosary 6:30pm ~ Mtg 7pm   

Nov 20  Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Nov 21 The Presentation of the BVM   

Nov 21/22  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Nov 23  St. Clement I 

Nov 24  St. Andrew Dunglac & Companions                                 

Nov 25  St. Catherine of Alexandria                                          

Nov 26  Thanksgiving Day 

Nov 27  Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Nov 28/29  First Sunday of Advent                        

2027 Scholarship Raffle Sales 

Nov 30 St. Andrew 

OCTOBER 2026 

Oct 1  St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

Oct 2  The Holy Guardian Angels              

Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church  

Oct 3/4  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Oct 5  St. Faustina Kowalska 

Oct 6 St. Bruno 

Oct 7  Our Lady of the Rosary                              

Oktoberfest Social 5p Gather-6p Dinner 

Oct 9  St. Denis & Companions                                       

Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Oct 10/11  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Oct 12 Columbus Day   

Oct 14  St. Callistus I                                               

4th Degree Meeting ~ BMMMC ~ 7pm  

Oct 15 St. Teresa of Jesus 

Oct 16  St. Hedwig                                            

Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Oct 17  St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Oct 17/18  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Oct 19  Ss. John De Brebeuf & Isaac Jogues                                           

Oct 20 Paul of the Cross 

Oct 21 Council Membership Mtg ~ BMMMC                           

~ Dinner 5:15pm ~ Rosary 6:30pm ~ Mtg 7pm   

Oct 22  St. Pope John Paul II 

Oct 23 St. John of Capistrano                                     

Friday Adoration: 9am - 12pm Church 

Oct 24  St. Anthony Mary Claret                                  

Oct 24/25  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Oct 28 Ss. Simon and Jude 

Oct 31  Halloween 

St. Paul Council #5644 - St. Paul Catholic Church, Leesburg, FL 



Knights in the News  
 

St. Paul Council 5644 Supports JMJ Pregnancy Center Gala  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Family of the Month for September       Knight of the Month for September   
        St. Paul 5644 Ladies’ Auxiliary                          SK Mark Ochalek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accepting were Co-Pres. Cindy Diemer and Corres- 
ponding Sec. Jan Huber from GK Bill Collins. 
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September/October 2026 Field Agent Message 

Brothers & families, 
I want to start off this month's message with an interesting, but lesser-known story about Father McGivney. We know our Founder cared 
deeply about the lives of his parishioners and strengthening their sense of community. He was also very practical about what a parish 
community most often needs: money. 
  
One fall, with St. Mary's in debt to creditors, he led an ingenious combination fundraiser and social event. St. Mary's hall turned into a 
coffeehouse filled with music, dancing, skits, dessert and, of course, co ee, which was a profitable draw at the time. The party was only 
supposed to last one night, but the people of New Haven kept coming and drew it out for a week! In the end, Father McGivney was able 
to pay down a good amount of the debt - and further solidified his reputation as a priest deeply embedded in the life of his parish. 
  
Father McGivney recognized and valued the things that really matter: God. Fellowship. A sense of belonging and the space to reinforce 
those ties of friendship, mutual support and common faith. 
  
Brothers, September is Life Insurance Awareness Month, but what I'd like to propose is that we think of it as "The Things That Matter" 
Month. What does your family value? What are the pillars of your family culture? What do you want to preserve for them when you're no 
longer here? 
  
Life insurance can be a big part of that. Maybe you want to protect the home that shelters your family, that's set the stage for so many 
memories and is a safe haven for your children to return to. Maybe you want to ensure that your children - or grandchildren - will have 
access to high-quality education. Or maybe you want to safeguard a family business or a similar legacy that can continue to provide for 
your loved ones. 
  
We can talk about these options and more, and whether they might best be covered by temporary 
or permanent policies. Ideally, I want to help you match your insurance coverage not just with your 
basic needs, but with the things that your family deems most important to preserve. 
This month, I challenge you to think about what those things are. And if you don't have a plan to 
protect them, give me a call. 
  
Fraternally & sincerely, 
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KofC 4th Degree Assembly 1675 
 

 
   

Coffee & Donuts for Vets 
 

We will be at the Taveras V. A. Clinic Friday, October 2nd from 8:30am  
until 10:30am serving coffee and donuts in appreciation to our veterans.  

~~~~~~~~~ 
(Assembly Meetings: 2nd Wednesdays at St. Paul’s Blessed Michael McGivney Center, 1320 Sunshine Ave.) 

1975 ~ 50th Anniversary Year ~ 2025 

St. Paul Council #5644 - St. Paul Catholic Church, Leesburg, FL 

The Assembly is in the process of                    

re-establishing our Color Corps/Honor Guard   

Any Sir Knight interested please contact our 

Faithful Navigator Tim Jaskiewicz                 

50% of the uniform cost will be covered  

through the support of the Assembly. 

Welcome our Newest SKs  

From St. Patrick Council #10853 

Sir Knight Mark Meade & Sir Knight Larry Morgan 

 



Council #5644 Supports Our Ladies’ Auxiliary 
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Council #5644 Supports Our Ladies’ Auxiliary 
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A Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney 

 Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, hear us. Christ, 

graciously hear us. God, the Father of heaven, have mercy on us. God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

have mercy on us. God, the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. Holy 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, … Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Star of the New Evangelization, St. Joseph, Spouse of Mary and Guardian of the Redeemer, St. Michael 

the Archangel, Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us. Humble Servant of God, … Faithful Disciple of 

Jesus, Son of the Immaculate Heart, Obedient Son of the Church, Exemplary Priest of Purity, Zealous 

Priest of Christ, Gentle Shepherd of Souls, Devoted Parish Priest, Wise Counselor, Teacher of the Faith, 

Servant to All, Protector of the Poor, Defender of the Widow and Orphan, Friend of the Lonely and 

Suffering, Companion to the Imprisoned, Comforter of the Sick and Dying, Apostle of Christian Family 

Life, Father to the Young, Advocate of Workers, Evangelizer of Those Gone Astray, Champion of the 

Gospel of Life, Guardian of the Laity, Pastor of Immigrants, Exemplar of Charity, Model of Unity, Builder 

of Catholic Fraternity, Instructor of Christian Patriotism, Founder of the Knights of Columbus, Blessed 

Michael, humble in service, pray for us. Blessed Michael, devoted to the Sacred Heart, … Blessed 

Michael, pure in heart, Blessed Michael, faithful in priestly duties, Blessed Michael, strong in suffering, 

Blessed Michael, peaceful in dying, Blessed Michael, conformed to Christ crucified, Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord! Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

graciously hear us, O Lord! Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us!  

V/ Pray for us, Blessed Michael McGivney,  

R/ That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

Let us pray. God, our Father, inspired by the heroic example of the life and virtue of your priest, Blessed 

Michael McGivney, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling His commandment of 

charity and building up His Body, which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to 

greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and outcast. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Knights in the News 
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

                       BLESSED  

MICHAEL McGIVNEY  

                       Pray for Us! 


